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Music at Wykeham 

An exciting programme of Autumn music has been arranged to take 
place at St Helen and All Saints Church, Wykeham.

North Yorkshire Moors Chamber Music Festival on Monday 15th 
August at 7pm.  Tickets at £12.50 from Mallories, Appleton-le-Moors, 
York, YO62 6TF or on-line (northyorkmoorsfestival.com). 

Opera at Wykeham, Saturday 10th September with performances of 
arias from Opera and Songs from the Musicals.   Piccalilli Opera will 
be providing the performers.  Tickets at £16 available from 
pa@dawnay.co.uk or 01723 866600.

Pocket Mikado, Friday 11th November.  A shortened version of Gilbert 
& Sullivan’s Mikado produced by Tim Tubbs.

Festival Services at Wykeham

Joint with Hutton Buscel a Harvest Festival Service will be taking 
place at Wykeham on Sunday 25th September at 11.00am.  The 
Benefice Choir will be supporting the singing.

Benefice Advent Lessons and Carols with the Benefice Choir at 
6.30pm on Sunday 4th December.

In addition the Helmsley Chamber Choir will be singing a traditional 
full sung Evensong on Sunday 9th October.

Brompton Blog 

Our Fete in the Grounds of the Manor House on 7th August is a 
chance to show that a Church Fundraiser can be FUN!  This is even 
more the theme now that we have a (real) dog show starting at 
2.30pm before the (plastic) duck race at 3.30pm. There will be classes 
for the dog with the best trick, the best child handler, dog most like its 
owner (fancy dress optional) and the dog judge would most like to 
take home. Winners from each class will go through to a 
championship with prizes kindly donated by Glaves’ butchers. The 
judge will be a local vet.  The Manor House gates open at 2pm and 
there will of course still be stalls, side shows and teas so that there is 
something for everyone to enjoy.

Mary Jones 

Benefice Choir 

The Benefice Choir will soon commence rehearsing for the Harvest 
Festival, Advent and Christmas services. Rehearsals take place at 
6pm at St Matthew’s Church, Hutton Buscel every Thursday 
commencing on 11th August.

All are welcome to join the choir – in particular Base and Tenors.  
Please contact Rosemary Sword:  Tel;  01723 862434, Email; 
rosemary60@gmail.com 
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View from the Vicarage. 

This summer has been a great one for all 
sports fans with the rollercoaster ride of 
the Euros (the least said about this the 
better!), the Test Match successes of the 
Cricket, the excitement and surprises of 
Wimbledon (Take your shoes off for 
Marcus Willis!), and if that wasn’t enough 
this month sees the start of the Rio de 
Janeiro Olympics, as the eyes of the world 
focus on the games. 

A number of New Testament letters make 
reference to Olympic sport including 
Hebrews: ‘Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us. 
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of our faith’ (Hebrews 
12:1-2).

During the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, the 
British athlete Derek Redmond was 
running in the semi-finals of the 400 
metres. About 250 metres from the finish 
his hamstring tore. He fell to the ground in 
pain and stretcher-bearers came over to 
him. However, Redmond wanted to finish 
the race and so he started hopping toward 
the finishing line. 

Suddenly Jim Redmond, Derek's father, 
ran out of the stands towards him. ‘You 
don't have to do this,’ he told his son. ‘Yes, 
I do,’ said Derek, to which his father said, 
‘We're going to finish this together.’ They 
completed the lap with Derek leaning on 
his father's shoulder. As they crossed the 
finish line, the spectators rose to give 
Derek a standing ovation. Although he 
didn’t win an Olympic medal, Derek 
Redmond finished the race with his father 
at his side. In our Christian race we have a 
great crowd of witnesses to cheer us on. 
We also have a heavenly Father who 
loves us and a Saviour who has run the 
race before us. Let’s keep our eyes fixed 
on Him, to ensure we finish the race!

Stuart
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Snainton Snippets 

Snainton Open Gardens were blessed with fine weather (and as I 
am wr

Angela Howgate

St Matthew’s Hutton Buscel 

A fabulous total of £2472.35 was raised from the Hutton Buscel Open 
Gardens for which St Matthew’s are most grateful. It was a really enjoyable 
day with the takings for teas reaching an all-time high – as well as the 
outstanding gardens we have some amazing bakers in the village!

We have another fund raising event to look forward to, a Dickensian Flower 
Festival, Friday evening 30th September, Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd 
October.  We have the Wykeham Academy Choir coming to entertain us on 
the Friday evening and the Dickensian Society on the Saturday evening.  
We are having a meeting in Church on Thursday 4th August, 7.30pm.  
Everyone  welcome.  This will be to discuss flowers, arrangers, sponsors, 
helpers, bakers etc.  Jo Purdy, Hearts and Flowers, Wykeham is very kindly 
helping us with the Festival.  If you would like and are able to help over the 
festival weekend but unable to attend the meeting please do contact either 
David or myself.

We are urgently looking for a new Treasurer.  Malcolm sadly has decided 
 to step down from this role.  If you know of anyone who may be interested 
please do contact either David, myself or Stuart. 

With best wishes, Beverley, David and 
Malcolm.

Strawberry Tea, held at Wykeham on Sunday 24.07.16.

The strawberry tea held at Wykeham was an outstanding success, 
despite a mid afternoon glitch with the weather.

Can I take this opportunity to thank, everyone,  from those who 
gave donations to fund the hire of tables and chairs, all who made 
teas and manned  the stalls, and who worked so hard in many 
ways.

Grateful thanks to those who gave so generously the prizes for the 
Raffle and Tombola, Cake Stall and the White Elephant.

Especial thanks go to Jacqui & Ray for the use of their delightful 
garden at Lilac Cottage, and all their hard work.

The event raised the amazing sum of £ 380.25, for the 
Organ Appeal at Wykeham Church. 

Sincerely, Christine Cartlidge 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Holidays or Holy Days? 

August is a month when many of us go on 
holiday. The balance of work, rest and play is 
a biblical one and at its heart lies the Sabbath 
principle. 

God himself established this principle when 
He rested from His work on the 7th day and 
made it holy (Genesis 2:2). He set aside a 
special day for people to gather for 
celebration and worship. It also provides an 
opportunity for rest and refreshment, as a 
break from the routines of life. The Jewish 
Sabbath runs from sunset to sunset and so 
begins with food and sleep. However, 
Christians celebrate the Sabbath on the first 
day of the week. It is not so much about 
stopping at the end of a hard week’s work, as 
recognising that the whole of life is sustained 
by God. 

Sabbath is also an attitude not just a single 
day! It invites us to take the principles of 
resting and celebration into everyday life. 
There are sabbatical seasons ie periods of 
extended rest eg holidays or carrier breaks, 
which aim to positively renew us. Each day 
we can make Sabbath moments, when we try 
to be still and appreciate the day. It’s a great 
way of using idle moments eg waiting in 
traffic! Developing these attitudes will 
increase our appreciation of God and his 
world!

Two men challenged each other to a wood-
chopping contest. One worked hard all day, 
stopping only for a brief lunch break. The 
other took time over lunch and several other 
breaks. At the end of the day, the man who 
had worked straight through was annoyed to 
find that the other had chopped substantially 
more wood than himself. The winner simply 
said, ‘Didn't you notice? Every time I sat 
down to rest, I was sharpening my axe!’
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Croeso y Cymru 

Over the years millions of visitors must have seen the signs at the 
Severn Bridge: ‘Croeso y Cymru’ – ‘Welcome to Wales’, writes 
David Winter. It takes a bit of the sting out of having to pay to get 
in, but at least it costs nothing to get out! For our family it was 
always a joyful sight as we made our way westwards from London 
to the little cottage we had in west Wales.

When we first made that journey as a family, back in the early 
sixties, there was no Severn Bridge. Entry into Wales from 
southern England involved a detour via Monmouth and the A40. In 
fact, the journey took so long that we needed to stop half-way 
overnight. The Bridge changed everything. It was opened by the 
Queen fifty years ago, on September 8th 1966. So popular was 
this new fast route to the delights of the Gower, the Brecon 
Beacons and the beaches of Pembrokeshire that a second bridge 
was built to meet the demand, and the Queen returned to open it 
twenty years ago.

There’s still ‘a welcome in the hillsides’, but those two magnificent 
bridges have made it much easier to respond to it! 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Silent Guided Retreat

21-25 August 2016

Arrive 5pm Sunday, depart 10am Thursday

Many people come to Wydale on individual 
retreats throughout the year and generally 
do their own prayer and reflection alone. 
 By popular request, we have included this 
dedicated space in the programme where 
individuals may come, receive guidance 
from experienced spiritual directors and 
meet with God in the stillness. Led by Revs 
Lynn Grove and Andrew de Smet. Cost: 
 £251.50 fully inclusive.

Making Way for God in our Day to Day 
Lives
8-9 September 2016
Arrive 9.45am Thursday, depart 4pm Friday
An experiential workshop and retreat to 
learn the practice of Spiritual Mindfulness 
by becoming compassionate to ourselves 
and others.  By breaking the patterns of 
stress and anxiety, we can become 
spiritually alive to God, moment by moment. 
Led by Dr Susi Strang Wood, a Reader in 
East Cleveland, a psychotherapist and a 
former general practitioner. Cost:  £93.75 
fully inclusive.

Gloria!

Saturday 10 September 2016

Arrive 10am, depart after the evening 
performance

An opportunity to sing together Vivaldi’s 
Gloria. with professional musician and 
choirmaster Rachel Gray, whilst taking time 
to consider the words and reflect on the 
glory of God with Joel Payne, co-ordinator 
of Resound Worship.  The day will conclude 
with an evening performance to your friends 
or family*.Cost:  £35 to include lunch, 
refreshments and an evening meal.  *No 
charge to those attending the evening 
performance, if they would like to book in 
for an evening meal, do contact us (email 
admin@wydale.org or phone 01723 
859270).

For more info www.wydale.org  

 
 
 

BUDS 
MEETS AT THE HOME OF 

Andrew Green 
The Old Roadhouse 

Hutton Buscel 
Monday 8th August 2016 

at 6.30pm for a bring and share supper 
Meeting commences 7.30pm 
Study and Commentary on 

John 2: 12-16 The anger of Jesus 
John 2: 17-22 The New Temple 

All welcome 
 

http://www.wydale.org
http://www.wydale.org
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Would Jesus even notice you? 

“On a Sabbath, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a 
woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen 
years” (Luke 13:10).

I still have my old school photograph. There we were - arranged in a 
massive semi-circle. Facing us was a motorised swivelling camera. 
We were told, “When the camera lens comes opposite YOU, keep still! 
That will be your moment!”

I look at the photo today. So that’s me at 15… several years of my life 
compressed into a single moment of time!

With the woman in the synagogue, it had been 18 long years of 
enduring pain. Then it came - the lens of God’s love in Christ focused 
upon the anonymous figure at the back. This was her moment – with 
Jesus Christ!

Jesus had walked in – to be surrounded by the officials – but He’s 
already seen the woman. Within minutes she will have the lens of 
God’s love swivelling directly upon her. Four phrases summarise the 
actions of Jesus. “He saw her….He called her….He said to her….He 
put his hands on her.”

She was never the same again. Instantly she was up, her face alight 
as she praised God for her release from the long agony - and the 
other worshippers were thrilled. 

Not so, the synagogue ruler! For him, correct order and systems were 
more important than people. To him, healing on the Sabbath meant 
working on the Sabbath. “There are six days for work!” he complained. 
“So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” 

Jesus immediately cut through the hypocrisy of the man-made rules 
that had fenced in the blessing of the One Day in Seven. He told a 
parable - of a tiny mustard seed that grew to become an all-embracing 
tree. This single healing was a pointer to the in-coming Kingdom of 
God - to that future day when Creation itself will be freed from all 
decay and corruption. 

The lens of Christ’s love moves through any gathering, touching one, 
reassuring another; lifting, forgiving, 
strengthening, ministering. 

Someone asks, ‘Can He meet with 
me too - among the millions of 
people who inhabit this world? Can 
He even notice me?’

Go back to that Sabbath gathering of 
Luke 13, and see yourself there, as 
someone whom Christ loves, sees – 
and serves. Why, the lens of the 
Cross is on you. This is your moment 
- one in a million. That’s you.
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‘I was Glad’ 

The Queen’s Coronation Service opened 
with the anthem I was glad, a setting of 
words from Psalm 122 by Hubert Parry. As 
one of the Songs of Ascent, this psalm 
was used by pilgrims on their way up to 
the city of Jerusalem. It is a psalm of 
worship: ‘I rejoiced with those who said to 
me, ‘Let us go to the house of the 
Lord.” (1). 

What does it say about why we worship?

‘Jerusalem is built like a city that is closely 
compacted together. That is where the 
tribes go up’ (3,4). For the people of God, 
Jerusalem was the place of worship and a 
metaphor indicating what worship is about. 
It expresses our unity and when we come 
together, despite our differences of 
education, background, gifts and 
experience, we are united together as one 
people.

Worship is also the place where we obey 
the command to praise God: ‘to praise the 
name of the Lord according to the statute 
given to Israel’ (4). 

It encourages our gratitude, as we respond 
to our experience of God’s grace and love. 
This helps us to maintain God at the 
centre of our lives, during both the good 
and difficult times.

The psalm ends by encouraging us to: 
‘Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: may 
those who love you be secure’ (6). 

This is a prayer for God’s shalom or 
wholeness, which means the whole of our 
lives are in harmony with God’s will. It is a 
reminder that worship engages our 
allegiance, as it is not simply about 
Sundays, but the offering of all our daily 
life in God’s service. 

Augustine declared ‘a Christian should be 
a hallelujah from head to foot.’ 

This Psalm helps us to see how we can 
make this a reality for ourselves.
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Mary Sumner - founder of the Mothers’ 
Union 

This month the Mothers’ Union celebrates 
its 140th anniversary. It has a lot to 
celebrate, what with four million members 
doing good work in 83 countries. That is a 
far cry from the modest circle of prayer for 
mothers who cared about family life, which 
is how it all began with a rector’s wife, Mary 
Sumner.

Mary was born in late 1828 in Swinton, near 
Manchester. When she was four, her family 
moved to Herfordshire. Mary’s father, 
Thomas Heywood, was a banker and historian. Her mother has been 
described as a woman of “faith, charm and sympathy” – qualities 
which Mary certainly inherited. Mrs Heywood also held informal 
‘mothers’ meetings’ at her home, to encourage local women. Those 
meetings may well have inspired Mary’s later work. 

Mary was educated at home, spoke three foreign languages, and sang 
well. While in her late teens, on a visit to Rome she met George 
Sumner, a son of the Bishop of Winchester. It was a well connected 
family: George’s uncle became Archbishop of Canterbury, and his 
second cousin was William Wilberforce. Mary and George married in 
July 1848, soon after his ordination. They moved to Old Alresford in 
1851 and had three children: Margaret, Louise and George. Mary 
dedicated herself to raising her children and supporting her husband’s 
ministry by providing music and Bible classes.

When in 1876 Mary’s eldest daughter Margaret, gave birth, Mary was 
reminded how difficult she had found the burden of motherhood. Soon 
she decided to hold a meeting to which she invited the local women 
not only of her own class, but also all the village mothers. Her aim was 
to find out if women could be brought together to offer each other 
prayer and mutual support in their roles as wives and mothers. That 
meeting at Old Alresford Rectory was the inaugural meeting of the 
Mothers’ Union. 

For 11 years, the Mothers’ Union was limited to Old Alresford. Then in 
1885 the Bishop of Newcastle invited Mary to address the women 
churchgoers of the Portsmouth Church Congress, some 20 miles 
away. Mary gave a passionate speech about the poor state of national 
morality, and the vital need for women to use their vocation as 
mothers to change the nation for the better. A number of the women 
present went back to their parishes to found mothers' meetings on 
Sumner's pattern. Soon, the Mothers’ Union spread to the dioceses of 
Ely, Exeter, Herefore, Lichfield and Newcastle. By 1892, there were 
already 60,000 members in 28 dioceses, and by 1900 there were 
169,000 members. By the time Mary died in 1921, she had seen MU 
cross the seas and become an international organisation of prayer and 
good purpose.
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Digital Evangelism  

The Church of England has launched a 
search for its first Head of Digital 
Communications. The Church is seeking 
someone to “take risks for the Gospel in 
exploring how digital engagement can lead 
to spiritual and numerical growth.” The job 
description for the new role suggests the 
postholder will be responsible for “leading 
a team developing and implementing 
digital evangelism, discipleship and digital 
communication strategies for the Church 
of England”.

Commenting on the new post the Rev 
Arun Arora, Director of Communications 
for the Church of England said: “We are 
looking for someone who is as confident 
and comfortable talking about Jesus as 
they are talking about the latest 
developments in tech and social media. As 
a digital evangelist they will utilise the best 
of digital to proclaim the Gospel.

“Over the past two years the Church of 
England has been increasing its digital 
footprint through the production of video, 
podcasts and an increasing presence on 
social media. Our ‘justpray’ campaigns 
over Christmas and Easter have 
demonstrated the potential reach of digital 
with millions of people engaging with the 
materials we have produced.

“The increase of our digital offering has led 
to a range of digital projects where we 
have worked directly with both Facebook 
and Twitter UK. As well as encouraging a 
network of new bloggers, we produce a 
weekly podcast and broadcast live 
services every Sunday – with our last 
service coming from an Anglican church in 
Moscow. A live broadcast of a Bible study 
led by the Archbishop of Canterbury on 
Facebook last month received almost a 
million views. “This is an exciting 
opportunity to achieve a paradigm change 
in how the church engages with the digital 
space, building upon the best we currently 
do in our parishes and dioceses and 
building that out in a new and visionary 
way.”
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‘He gave us eyes to see them’           
The church roof and ceiling 

Each month we have been making our way through the church 
building and pausing to ponder different areas. This month we look 
up to the roof and ceiling of the church. In Gothic buildings our 
hearts are lifted high as the architecture soars upwards, trying to 
touch the very skirts of heaven. Norman churches in an earlier age 
by contrast seem weighed down by the stonework with heavy pillars 
and simpler windows.

This August we travel to a church consecrated much later – at the 
beginning of the 20th century. It is a wonderful monument to the Arts 
and Crafts Movement: St Andrew’s Church at Roker, near 
Sunderland. It was commissioned by a shipyard millionaire, and 
there is a vivid sense of an upturned boat as we enter the nave. The 
building abounds with riches: a font with its cover by Mouseman 
Thompson of Kilburn, lettering by Eric Gill on plaques around the 
walls, and a beautiful lectern by Ernest Gimson. But our eyes are 
drawn to the east end – to the reredos tapestry of Burne-Jones, and 
then above, a ceiling by Eric Gill’s brother, MacDonald, that 
proclaims the glory of creation.

The sky is studded with stars and the moon, and surrounded by 
trees and undulating lines of water. In the centre the sun is a brilliant 
light fitting for the east end. And from the clouds we see the creative 
hand of God raised in blessing. It is the opening chapter of Genesis 
portrayed in colour and shape above us. There we read that God 
rested on the seventh day. As we give thanks for that glory we see 
in St Andrew’s Church and in our world around, we can hear George 
Herbert’s hymn telling us how a life of work and rest should always 
be permeated by praise:

‘Sev’n whole days, not one in seven, I will praise thee.’ 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The Sally Army – 
marching on prayer and a 
smile 

On 20th August the Church of England marks 
the lives of two formidable Christian pioneers 
of the Victorian era, William and Catherine 
Booth. Faced with the poverty and deprivation 
of the growing cities of the industrial 
revolution, they founded a new and 
revolutionary Christian mission. 

Eventually named the ‘Salvation Army’, it met 
with ridicule and abuse at first, but when 
people saw how lives were changed and 
families rescued from squalor and despair, 
attitudes altered. By the Great War years the 
Salvation Army – ‘the Sally Army’ as it was 
affectionately dubbed – was every soldier’s 
favourite charity. They were always there, just 
behind the front line, with a cup of tea, a 
smiling face and a prayer.

As the recent TV series ‘The Sally Army and 
Me’ presented by Paul O’Grady 
demonstrated, although our cities are very 
different now, they still hide a multitude of 
desperate human needs. The Booths’ 
unusual ‘army’ is still there, still smiling and 
still praying.
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Taking my God for a Walk 

A pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, by Tony Collins

For over 1000 years pilgrims from across Europe have made the 
tough journey to Santiago de Compostela in northern Spain, 
heading for the shrine of St James. Today the Camino de Santiago, 
or Way of St James, is once again popular, followed by over 
200,000 pilgrims each year, though relatively few from Britain. 

The most common starting point is St Jean Pied de Port, in the 
Pyrenees, and the journey to Santiago covers 490 miles, or slightly 
more than the distance between Hastings, my home town, and 
Edinburgh. 

In 2013 I took advantage of a sabbatical to walk the Camino. My 
intent was to give God a chance to speak to me, if He should feel so 
inclined. In the course of a life that has often felt like camping in the 
fast lane there have been too few opportunities for attentive silence.

I found myself making not one journey, but three. The Camino 
reveals a Spain casual visitors may not see, alien, crumbling, 
exquisite, multi-layered. This is straightforward enough, if full of 
tastes and sights that don’t appear in tourist guides. Further, you 
cannot walk the Camino without being aware that you walk through 
history, for millions of feet have left their imprint on the landscape. 
Many towns and villages exist because of the Way. But there was a 
third journey, my own erratic inner pilgrimage. I went seeking 
sources of reverence, but had not expected to be so thoroughly 
mugged by the Spirit.

Of the three journeys, this was the trickiest and most disconcerting. 
As I walked, the people and events of previous decades kept me 
company, gnawed at my conscience and haunted my dreams. This 
was scarifying to the soul, but it also opened a door. This is the true 
theme of the book.

I left for Spain intending to walk alone, but in practice often walked 
in company. A range of fascinating characters punctuate the tale: 
Mack and Jim, the US Marines; Goldhara and Jan, the Wine Sisters; 
Nicole, Jacques, Brigitte and Pierre, who stopped laughing long 
enough to correct my French. They have kindly allowed me to tell 
portions of their stories. The Way proved arduous, but to my 
surprise also immensely enjoyable. Taking My God for a Walk 
proved fun to write, and I hope it is fun to read. If you would like a 
taste of what it means to be a pilgrim, this is not a bad place to start. 
It might even encourage you to dig out your boots.

Tony Collins has been a publisher of Christian books and magazines 
for over 40 years, and is the founder of Monarch Books and Lion 
Fiction. He is a Reader and Churchwarden in Hastings, East 
Sussex. Taking My God for a Walk, published by Lion Hudson (ISBN 
978-0-85721-773-8), is available from bookshops, and from 
Amazon. 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The way I see it:                   
Who are we? 

All this talk about Europe and the post-
referendum arguments about identity 
have left many people, wondering just 
who I am. After all, this island is home to 
people of probably the most mixed 
provenance in human history. 

Way back, we were Celts, until our 
ancestors were driven back into the 
mountains of Scotland and Wales. Then 
came the Romans, the Vikings, Angles 
and Saxons, some to do a bit of pillaging 
and others to make themselves at home. 
Then came 1066 and the French 
invasion, which changed our language for 
ever. 

Over the ensuing centuries we had 
various refugees from religious 
persecution, Irish people in huge 
numbers when harvests failed, and then 
more recently people from the 
Commonwealth, starting with the 
recruitment of workers from the 
Caribbean in the nineteen-fifties and then 
those driven from their homes by Idi Amin 
in East Africa. And so it has gone on.

Yet here we are, quite clearly a nation, 
even if we don’t all look or sound alike. 
It’s a nice quiet afternoon exercise to map 
out our own answers to the question 
‘What are the things that really make me 
who I am?’ I’ve done my list. 

I am, I suppose, first and foremost 
Christian. Then I’m British (English/
Welsh), European (geography/culture), 
and a member of the wonderful, multi-
coloured, argumentative, richly endowed 
but endlessly flawed human race. In the 
words of the old Church of England 
catechism’ I am a child of God, and an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven’. Put it 
all together, and I’d settle for that.
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Olympics – 80 years on from Berlin 

The Berlin Olympic Games took place 80 years ago in the heart of 
Nazi Germany. Hitler, who had not been in power when the Games 
were awarded to Berlin in 1931, aimed to use the event to 
demonstrate Germany’s alleged racial superiority, but this plan took a 
knock when the key athletics sprint events were won by the black 
American Jesse Owens – though stories that Hitler refused to shake 
his hand were probably untrue. 

Hitler had attempted to disguise the true nature of the Nazi state by 
removing all signs of his on-going anti-Jewish campaign. Two weeks 
before the start of the Games, 800 gipsies living in and around Berlin 
were secretly arrested and interned. Forty-nine countries competed, 
but the Soviet Union did not participate, and for the first time in the 
history of the Olympics, there was a call for a boycott because of the 
host country’s abuse of human rights.

This was supported in the US by Jewish and Christian leaders, but 
Avery Brundage, head of the Olympic movement in the US, was 
against, and in the end the motion failed by a wafer-thin margin. 
Short-lived boycott efforts also surfaced in Britain, France, Sweden, 
Czechoslovakia and the Netherlands.

Remembering Friar Maximilian Kolbe – 
75 years on 

The extraordinary Polish Franciscan Friar 
Maximilian Kolbe, who sheltered 2000 Jewish 
refugees from the Nazis, died 75 years ago this 
month when he took the place of a condemned 
man at Auschwitz concentration camp. 

When a prisoner was believed to have escaped 
from the camp (he had in fact died in the latrine) 
the Nazis selected ten others to be killed by 
starvation in reprisal. One of the ten, Franciszek 
Gajowniczek, began to cry: “My wife! My children!” Kolbe asked to 
die in his place, and his request was granted. Gajowniczek survived 
the camp and witnessed Kolbe’s canonisation in 1971.

Kolbe was born Raymond Kolbe in Poland (then part of Russia). His 
German father was hanged for his part in fighting for an independent 
Poland. When still a child Raymond had a vision of the Virgin Mary, 
who offered him a white crown (for purity) or a red one (martyrdom). 
He said he would take both. 

When he became a monk he was given the name of Maximilian. He 
settled in the monastery of Niepokalanów near Warsaw, and despite 
poor health he was an active priest, keen to work for the conversion 
of sinners, both in Poland and elsewhere, notably Japan. 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All in the month of    
August . . . . 

80 years ago: on 1st August 1936 that the 
11th Olympic Games opened in Berlin. It 
was the last Olympics for 12 years due to 
WWII.

75 years ago: on 15th August 1941 that 
Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Polish Franciscan 
friar and martyr who sheltered 2,000 Jewish 
refugees from the Nazis, died. He had 
taken the place of a condemned man at 
Auschwitz concentration camp.

70 year ago: on 13th August 1946 that H. 
G. Wells, British science fiction novelist 
(The War of the Worlds, The Invisible Man) 
died.

60 years ago: on 27th August 1956 that 
Britain’s first nuclear power station, Calder 
Hall in Cumbria, began operating. It was the 
first nuclear power station in the world to 
generate power on an industrial scale.

50 years ago: on 1st August 1966 that the 
Cultural Revolution began in China. It was 
intended to preserve China’s Maoist/
Communist ideology by banishing capitalist 
and traditional elements from society. 
Millions of people were persecuted.

40 years ago: on 1st August 1976 that 
Austrian racing driver Niki Lauda suffered 
life-threatening burns and permanent 
disfigurement when he crashed in the 
German Grand Prix. As a result, the 
Nurburgring circuit was made less 
dangerous.

30 years ago: on 9th August 1986 that 
British rock band Queen performed their 
final live concert before the death of 
Freddie Mercury. It took place at Knebworth 
Park, Stevenage.

25 years ago: on 8th August 1991 that 
British journalist John McCarthy was 
released by Islamic Jihad in Lebanon after 
being held hostage for more than five 
years.
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Could have been worse 

A very long train with two engines was making its way across 
America. While crossing the Western mountains, one of the engines 
broke down. Slowly, the train chugged on. Farther along, the other 
engine broke down, and the train shuddered to a halt in the middle of 
nowhere. 
Not to be discouraged, the train driver announced: "Ladies and 
Gentlemen, I have good news and bad news. The bad news is that 
both engines have failed, and we will be stuck here for a couple of 
days until the additional engines arrive.  
 
The good news is that you didn't take this trip in a plane.”

Grave warning 

Road sign outside the gates of a cemetery: Drive carefully. We don’t 
mind waiting for you.

True Story 

My father had a medical condition that meant regular visits to 
hospital. The local funeral director was a family friend, and had been 
very helpful giving dad lifts to and from the hospital. On one 
occasion, a few hours before he was due to come home, the ward 
sister approached my father with a grin. “Your wife is on the phone,” 
she said; “She wants to know what time you will be ready for the 
undertaker to collect you?”

Fearless in the line of fire 

A six year old girl was taken by her grannie to a very ‘high’ Anglican 
church. Afterwards she tried to explain to her father what it had been 
like. ‘They tried to run us out – they even brought in a smoke bomb 
and shook it at all the people in the front row, but grannie wasn’t 
scared one bit. We stayed until the very end.”

Yum yum 

A notice outside Chichester Cathedral advertised lunchtime concerts 
with the encouragement that: “Sandwiches may be eaten.” Someone 
had scribbled underneath: “So if you are a sandwich, don’t come!”

Reward 

A father of five children came home with a toy. “This is a reward for 
being good,” he said. “Who is the most obedient one here? Who 
never talks back to Mum and does everything that Mum says to do?”

There were a few seconds of silence, and then all of the children 
said: “You play with it Daddy!” 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Just for fun!
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Benefice Diary  - August  2016 
Sunday 7th August - Trinity 11
8.00 am BCP Communion Snainton
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Hutton Buscel
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Brompton
2.00 pm Garden Fete and Duck Race Brompton
2.30 pm Evening Prayer Langdale End
6.30 pm BCP Evensong Wykeham

Monday 8th August
2.00 pm Mothers Union Snainton Chapel
6.30 pm BUDS tba

Sunday 14th July - Trinity 12
8.00 am BCP Communion Hutton Buscel
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Wykeham
11.00 am Eucharist & Baptism Snainton
11.00 am BCP Matins Brompton

Saturday 20th August
11.00 am Wedding Snainton
1.00 pm Wedding Wykeham

Sunday 21st August - Trinity 13
8.00 am BCP Communion Wykeham
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Brompton
10.30 am Ecumenical Service Snainton Chapel
11.00 am Eucharist & Thanksgiving Hutton Buscel
3.00 pm Baptism Wykeham

Sunday 28th August - Trinity 14
8.00 am BCP Communion Brompton
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Snainton
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Wykeham
6.30 pm BCP Evensong Hutton Buscel

Saturday 3rd September
1.30 pm Wedding Wykeham 

Sunday 4th September - Trinity 15
8.00 am BCP Communion Snainton
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Hutton Buscel
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Brompton
2.30 pm Evening Prayer Langdale End
6.30 pm BCP Evensong Wykeham

For all the latest news and events go to upperderwent.co.uk  
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Dates for your 
diary . . . 

Saturday 10 September, 

7.30pm in St Stephen's Church - 
the Felling Male Voice Choir will we 
hope' Raise the Roof

Opera at Wykeham on Saturday 
10th September.  This is an 
absolute must so please put the 
date in your diary.  Tickets from 
pa@dawnay.co.uk. 

~ ~ ~

Harvest Thanksgiving

18th September

4.30 pm at Snainton Village Hall

25th September

11.00 am at Wykeham

6.00 pm at Brompton

2nd October

2.30 pm at Langdale End

~ ~ ~

Sunday 9th October 

6.30 pm at Wykeham

Benefice Choral Evensong with 
Helmsley Choir

Friday evening 30th September, 
Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd 
October

Hutton Buscel Dickensian Flower 
Festival

http://upperderwent.co.uk

