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Benefice Family 
Nativity Walk 
St Matthews Church 

Hutton Buscel 
Saturday 16th December 17 

     Walk starts   
  at Church 3.30 

     
   Ends  
   at the         
 Stable 
  All Welcome 

 Warming Refreshments at the Inn  
Children dress up please, bring an adult and a torch 

Benefice of Upper Derwent 

 Advent Course  
2017  
Continues 

in December 
                   

Come along to study and discuss  
the Advent Gospel Readings  
Monday 4th December 

Mark 1: 1-8 (The proclamation of John the Baptist) 

Monday 11th December 
John 1: 6-8, 19-25 (The proclamation and testimony of  

         John the Baptist) 

Monday 18th December 
Luke 1: 26-38 (The Annunciation) 

6.30 Supper (Numbers please) 7.30 Session  

at the Downe Arms Wykeham

Latest Brompton Best Seller
All Saints’ Church - A History and Guide

by
Vivian Bairstow

Foreword by Dr. Sentamu, Archbishop of York

Available in Brompton Church and elsewhere in the village

Please donate as much as you can for a copy, preferably using a  
completed Gift Aid envelope.

Suggested minimum donation of £8.99 to cover costs

Thank you for supporting the village!!

All Saints’ ChurchBrompton-by-Sawdon 
A History and Guide
where William Wordsworth, poet, married in 1802and Sir George Cayley, inventor, polymath and designer of the 

World’s first man carrying aeroplane, was interred in 1857
with a foreword by Dr. John Sentamu, Archbishop of York

Vivian BairstowProduced in aid of All Saints’ Church

·	 154 pages

·	 315 colour illustrations

http://upperderwent.co.uk
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View from the Vicarage. 

The nativity scene with all its characters was 
in place, as the children (representing 
angels), gathered around the manger. They 
sang: ‘Glory to God in the highest and on 
earth peace, good will among men’. 
Suddenly a small girl on the edge of the 
crowd, who couldn’t see what was going on, 
shouted out, ‘Let Jesus show!’

At Christmas time, we want to let Jesus 
show, in our churches, communities and 
lives. We have an amazing message to 
share: ‘in the town of David a Saviour has 
been born to you; He is the Messiah, the 
Lord’ (Luke 2:10). It was to the shepherds, 
apart from his parents, that Jesus was first 
showed.

No doubt these simple shepherds would 
have no idea of what the names given to 
Jesus fully meant (ie Saviour, Messiah and 
Lord). All they needed to know, and all we 
need to know, is that God has done 
something unique in coming to earth as a 
human being. This is good news of great joy 
for everybody! 

After worshipping the child, the shepherds 
return to their normal routine. However, they 
would never be the same again! Even 
though their work and social standing were 
unchanged, they had a message to share 
and let Jesus show. Although we don’t 
normally see angels, we have the same 
good news to share! 

We have a number of opportunities to share 
the good news of Christmas across our 
Benefice: from Traditional Carol Services 
and Midnight Mass, to the less formal All 
Age Carols and Christingle service, not to 
mention the welcome return of our Village 
Nativity Walk bring the Christmas story alive 
for children and adults alike.

All this Christmas Cheer is delightful, but we 
need to ask ourselves, when Christmas is 
over and we’re back to our normal routines, 
how will we let Jesus show in our lives?

Stuart

Christmas Service 2017 

Sunday 10th December

4.30 pm All Age Christmas Carols Brompton

Saturday 16th December

3.30 pm Family Nativity Walk Hutton Buscel

Sunday 17th December

2.30 pm Carols around the Crib Snainton

6.00 pm Nine Lessons and Carols Hutton Buscel

Wednesday 20th December

7.00 pm Rotary Carol Service Wykeham

Sunday 24th December - Christmas Eve

3.00 pm Christingle Service Hutton Buscel

8.00 pm Christmas Eucharist Langdale End

11.30 pm Midnight Mass Hutton Buscel

Monday 25th December - Christmas Day

9.30 am Christmas Eucharist Brompton

11.00 am Christmas Eucharist Wykeham

11.00 am Christmas Service Snainton

Sunday 31st December - New Years Eve

2.30 pm Christmas Carols Langdale End

http://upperderwent.co.uk
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Brompton Blog 

This year the demand for Christmas trees to decorate at Brompton 
has exceeded the forty ordered. I was sorry to turn people away so 
next year we hope to find places for even more. The trees can be 
viewed throughout December and should enhance our Christmas 
services. The All Age Carol Service on 10th December will as usual 
include bells for the children to ring during the carols. Hopefully 
these toy bells are helping to give out a subliminal message that 
when they are old enough the real bells are waiting for ringers! 
Martin Tubbs and his team have recently gained four new ringers 
including two twelve year olds who are learning. 

Thank you to everyone who has sponsored and/or decorated a tree. 
The support and enthusiasm from so many people is what makes 
these events really worth while not just for raising funds but also for 
ensuring that our Church is kept at the heart of our community. 

Mary 859437 drmaryjones@hotmail.com

Hutton Buscel and West Ayton 

As Christmas approaches some dates for you diary as we celebrate 
the Coming of Our Lord in and around St Matthew’s.

 We are reviving a very popular event and do hope you will be able 
to join us -  3.30pm Saturday 16th December meeting up and 
commencing in Church, our Family Nativity Walk around Hutton 
Buscel.  A particularly unique, moving and very special  nativity for 
us all to be part of and enjoy.

 The next day, Sunday 17th December, 6pm our very popular service 
of Nine Lessons and Carols with the Benefice Choir and of course 
mulled wine, mince pies and Christmas cake served after. Christmas 
Eve 3pm, very special as we gather for our Christingle and Crib 
Service. 11.30pm Christmas Eve, we gather to celebrate as a 
Benefice, Midnight Mass.  We hope you will be able to join us and 
look forward to welcoming you to St Matthew’s.

 With our very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year

 From your Church Wardens and Parochial Church Council  

UPPER DERWENT BENEFICE 
ADVENT CAROLS & READINGS 

 
Together with the 

Benefice Choir who will be singing two 
anthems 

Sunday 3rd December at 6.30pm 

St Helen & All Saints Church, Wykeham 
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What about the first 
Christmas? 

How did the early Christians celebrate Christmas? 
The simple answer is: they didn’t! 

Christmas was first celebrated as late as 336, 
during the reign of Emperor Constantine. The first 
Christians didn’t celebrate Jesus’ birth or any 
other birthdays, regarding them as pagan 
customs to be avoided. However, the resurrection 
was central to their faith and they celebrated this 
event every Sunday.

By the 4th century however, many Christian 
groups observed Christ's birthday, although on 
different days. So, in 345, Pope Julius I officially 
fixed the date of Christmas as 25th December. 
Why was this date chosen?

Early Christian tradition said that the Jesus’ birth 
was announced to Mary on 25th March (the 
Annunciation), nine months before 25th 
December. As time went on, the Annunciation 
became more associated with Mary than Jesus’ 
birth. It was also believed to be the day on which 
Jesus died (14th Nisan in the Jewish calendar). 

In the setting of Passover, as Jews from all over 
the Empire travelled to Jerusalem for the Festival, 
it would make sense for the Romans to take a 
census. Also at Passover, many lambs would be 
sacrificed at the Temple in Jerusalem. ‘He is 
believed to have been conceived on the 25th 
March, upon which day also He 
suffered.’ (Augustine).

The date of Christmas may also have been 
chosen because the Roman winter solstice and 
midwinter festivals took place at this time. 
'Saturnalia' honoured the god Saturn and 'Dies 
Natalis Solis Invicti' (‘birthday of the unconquered 
sun’) celebrated the sun god Mithra. Here we also 
see the Christian church ‘redeeming’ a pagan 
festival, by investing it with new Christian 
meaning.

This Christmas, let’s not forget that we celebrate a 
real gift in real time for everyone: ‘Thanks be to 
God for his indescribable gift!’ (2 Cor 9:15).

http://upperderwent.co.uk
mailto:drmaryjones@hotmail.com
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Snainton Snippets 

Another busy few weeks with fundraising activities here at St 
Stephen's.  After the success of the musical evening organised 
by Heather Harris and the two nights of Murder Mystery dining 
the week later in October resulting in just short of £1700, 
November has been equally busy and successful.  The Autumn 
Fair on the 11th saw 90 people through the door - a record 
attendance; we almost ran out of mince pies in the kitchen, 
luckily some people liked chocolate digestives just as much, but 
the teapot did not run dry!  Overall profit from all the stalls 
totalled £1067; at the same time the Vicar and Church Wardens 
were receiving the annual Gift Day donations, so far £3960 has 
been gifted - sometimes envelopes are dropped in up until 
Christmas, so we are hoping £4000 may be achieved. Massive 
thanks to everyone who came along and supported these 
events and helped in any way.

We are looking forward to the Benefice Service being held in St 
Stephen's on Christmas Eve at 10.30am - festive refreshments 
will be served afterwards, (maybe a glass or two of mulled wine) 
so do stay and join us - we promise not to run out of mince pies!!

Thanks, Angela

Bible Society launches Christmas 
film for children 

Here is a treat - The Greatest Journey, a lively Christmas film 
that tells the story of Mary and Joseph’s journey from Bethlehem 
– perfect for children aged three and upwards. Bible Society 
explains: ‘We're sure it'll be enjoyed by the whole family. So sit 
back, relax – and watch out for that sheep poo…’ 

The film is available to download for use in churches, schools 
and wherever else you'd like to screen it. Download the film at: 
www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/christmas/the-greatest-
journey  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A Bright Guiding Star
Saturday, January 6, 2018
9:45am 4:00pm

Start 2018 with a quiet day for Epiphany 
exploring what the Wise Men, their journey, 
the gifts they bring and their encounter with 
the Christ Child teach us. A new year brings 
new hope, new possibilities and new 
beginnings - so is there a path or direction you 
need to take?  Who or what is your guiding 
star?  What gifts do you bring and how do you 
use them?  A day to be renewed and 
refreshed for the New Year journey.

Led by Fiona Fidgin, a member of the Iona 
Community who works for the Discipleship 
and Ministries Learning Network of the 
Methodist Church.
Cost: £25 to include lunch and refreshments.

The Bible in a Day
Tuesday, February 13, 2018
9:45 AM 4:00 PM

An opportunity to look at the Bible as a whole 
rather than the sum of the parts as we so 
often do.
Leader to be confirmed
Cost:  £25 to include lunch and refreshments

Lenten Quiet Days: 
Encountering Jesus in lent
Wed, Feb 14, 2018 9:45 AM 
Wed, Mar 28, 2018 4:00 PM

Building on 2017 this year we are offering a 
pattern of Quiet Days in Lent.  Some of these 
are guided and others are self-led.
Cost: £12.00 for guided quiet days; £5 for 
individual reflection days

A Journey Through John's Passion 
Narrative - John 18-20
Tuesday, March 6, 2018
9:45 AM 4:00 PM

An opportunity to have an in-depth look at 
John's distinctive narrative of the passion of 
Jesus - engaging with the text at a deeper 
level than is often possible when looking at 
the whole of the Easter story.

Led by Bishop Graham Cray
Cost: £25.00 to include lunch and 
refreshments

For more info www.wydale.org  

OPERA @ Wykeham 
Saturday 20th January 2018 

St Helen & All Saints Church, Wykeham 
6.30pm for 7.00pm 

Voices from English National Opera 
Solos, Arias from Opera and Musicals 

Tickets  £16 
Concessions  £10 

Tel:  01723 866600 
Email:  pa@dawnay.co.uk 

The Estate Office, Wykeham, Scarborough, YO13 9QD 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/christmas/the-greatest-journey
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/christmas/the-greatest-journey
http://www.wydale.org
http://upperderwent.co.uk
http://www.wydale.org
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Camels 

In a little girl’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were 
approaching the inn, over which was pictured a huge star. 

The third camel and its rider were going directly away from it. ‘Why is 
the third man going in a different direction?’ her mother asked. She 
replied, ‘Oh, he’s looking for a place to park.’

Warning 

A local priest and a pastor stood by the side of the road holding up a 
sign that said, ‘The End is Near! Turn yourself around now - before 
it's too late!’ They held up the sign as a car approached. 

‘Leave us alone, you religious nuts!’ yelled the driver as he sped by. A 
moment later, from around the curve, they heard a big splash. ‘Do 
you think,’ ventured the priest, ‘we should just put up a sign that says 
“bridge down” instead?’

Christmas pageant 

My three children were in the Christmas pageant. I was so proud. My 
daughter was playing Mary. One son was a shepherd. And my other 
son was a Wise Man. My shepherd son had practised his lines over 
and over, but when the time came, he was nervous and said, ‘We 
found the babe wrapped in wrinkled clothes.’

To which Mary replied, ‘That's not wrinkled clothes, that's dirty rotten 
clothes!’ Giggles from the audience followed, but the play went on. 
Until my Wise Man son, wearing his father's bath robe and paper 
crown knelt by the manger and said, ‘We are the three Wise Men and 
we are bringing gifts of gold, common sense and fur.’

The diggers looked quite startled at this, and put down their lunches. 
But they stood quietly enough while I played out my heart and soul 
for this man with no family and friends. And as I played 'Amazing 
Grace,' the workers began to weep. They wept, I wept, we all wept 
together. 

When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and started for my car. 
Though my head hung low, my heart was full. As I opened the door to 
my car, I heard one of the workers say, ‘I never seen nothin' like that 
before and I've been putting in septic tanks for twenty years.’ So, 
apparently I'm still lost….

Christmas turkey 

A gentleman walked into a restaurant and asked the maitre d', ‘Can 
you please tell me how you prepare your Christmas turkeys?’ 

The maitre d' solemnly replied: ‘Yes. Well, we let them know right up 
front they're not going to make it.’
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The Beveridge Report – 75 years on 

We take it for granted that all children will receive secondary 
education, people who are ill will be treated under a national health 
service and we will all be paid a State pension when we retire. 
Indeed, we regard these benefits as routine, perhaps not realising 
this has not always been the case. Turn the clock back to World War 
2. The British people accepted their wartime deprivation with a strong 
sense of unity and purpose in the face of a common enemy. At the 
same time, it was recognised that long-standing inequalities should 
be rectified when times improved. The British Government, which 
was then a coalition of political parties, commissioned Sir William 
Beveridge to investigate the best way of helping people on low 
incomes. 

The resultant Beveridge Report identified five ‘Giant Evils’ of Want, 
Disease, Ignorance, Squalor and Idleness. It proposed that in return 
for all people of working age paying a weekly contribution, benefits 
should be available to those who were sick, unemployed, retired or 
widowed. The Archbishop of Canterbury, William Temple, said “this is 
the first time anybody has set out to embody the whole spirit of the 
Christian ethic in an Act of Parliament”, for at the war’s end the 
Beveridge Report began to be implemented. The 1944 Education Act 
was followed in 1948 by the founding of the NHS. Social security 
benefits meant people in need could be cared for from the cradle to 
the grave. Temple had himself published a vision for post-war Britain, 
called “Christianity and the Social Order”. Temple, Beveridge and the 
economic historian R H Tawney had been at university together and 
shared both Christian idealism and the urge to make it work. 

Kyoto Protocol – 20 years on 

It was 20 years ago, on 11th Dec 1997, that the Kyoto Protocol, 
aimed at reducing greenhouse gas and combating global warming, 
was adopted at a conference in Japan. Over 190 countries signed 
the agreement, which came into effect in 2005. Canada withdrew in 
2012. Each developed country was given its own specific target, 
while developing countries signed a general pledge to cut pollution. 
Further provisions were added to make the deal palatable to other 
interest groups.  The compromise treaty was by no means perfect. 
Rich countries could buy their way out of emissions cuts, and poor 
countries didn’t have to do much at all, although their emissions 
continued to grow. 

The US Senate refused to ratify Kyoto, and the current President, 
Donald Trump, has said the US will withdraw from the Paris 
Agreement on Climate Change, which came into force in 2016. 
Overall, global emissions have shown no sign of slowing down since 
Kyoto: in fact they’ve risen steadily.

Climate scientists maintain an impressive consensus on 
anthropogenic climate change, though the phrase “global warming” is 
now much less used. A minority remains unconvinced. 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All in the month of       
November . . . . 

200 years ago: on 7th Dec 1817 that 
William Bligh, British Royal Navy officer and 
colonial administrator, died. Best known as 
the captain of HMS Bounty when a historic 
mutiny (the Mutiny on the Bounty) took 
place in 1789. He was set adrift in a small 
boat with some of his loyal crew, but 
managed to travel over 4,000 miles without 
any navigational aids to Timor, from where 
he returned to England. It makes our 
modern need of a Satnav to go even 20 
miles seem a bit pathetic.

150 years ago: on 6th Dec 1867 that 
(Marie) Jean Pierre Flourens, French 
physiologist and educator died. He was the 
first person to prove that the mind is located 
in the brain and not the heart. Does this 
mean we should be guided more by reason 
than feeling? He was also a pioneer of 
anaesthesia. 

125 years ago: on 18th Dec 1892 that 
Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker was 
performed for the first time, at the Mariinsky 
Theatre, in St Petersburg, Russia.

75 years ago: on 1st Dec 1942 that the 
British Government published the 
Beveridge Report, which formed the basis 
of the welfare state. 

65 years ago: on 5th Dec 1952 that the 
Great Smog of London took place. Dense, 
cold, smoke-filled fog descended upon 
London, bringing the city to a standstill for 
four days. More than 4,000 people died. 

60 years ago: on 25th Dec 1957 that Queen 
Elizabeth II’s Christmas Message was 
televised for the first time. 

20 years ago: on 11th Dec 1997 that the 
Kyoto Protocol, aimed at reducing 
greenhouse gas and combating global 
warming, was adopted at a conference in 
Japan. (Over 190 countries have signed the 
agreement, which came into effect in Feb 
2005. Canada withdrew in Dec 2012.)

http://upperderwent.co.uk
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Benefice Diary  - December  2017 
Sunday 3rd December - Advent Sunday
8.00 am BCP Communion Snainton
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Hutton Buscel
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Brompton
2.30 pm Evening Prayer Langdale End
6.30 pm Advent Hymns and Readings Wykeham 

Sunday 10th December - Advent 2
8.00 am BCP Communion Hutton Buscel
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Wykeham
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Snainton
4.30 pm All Age Carols Brompton

Saturday 16th December
3.30 pm Family Nativity Walk Hutton Buscel

Sunday 17th December - Advent 3
8.00 am BCP Communion Wykeham
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Brompton
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Hutton Buscel
2.30 pm Carols around the Crib Snainton

Sunday 24th December - Advent 4 / Christmas Eve
10.30 am Holy Eucharist Snainton
3.00 pm Christingle Hutton Buscel
8.00 pm Christmas Eucharist Langdale End
11.30 pm Midnight Mass Hutton Buscel

Monday 25th December - Christmas Day
9.30 am Christmas Eucharist Brompton
11.00 am Christmas Eucharist Wykeham
11.00 am Christmas Service Snainton

Sunday 31st December - Christmas 1
10.30 am Holy Eucharist Hutton Buscel
2.30 pm Christmas Carols Langdale End

Sunday 7th January 2018 - Epiphany Sunday
8.00 am BCP Communion Snainton
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Hutton Buscel
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Brompton
2.30 pm Evening Prayer Langdale End
6.30 pm Evening Prayer Wykeham
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Vicar 
Revd Stuart G Hill BTh (Oxon.) 

01723 859694 

Reader 
Mrs Pat Wood 

01723 862227 

Organist 
Mr Terry Cartlidge 

01723 563170 

Church Wardens 
St Stephen,  Snainton 

Bob Williams 

01723 859130 

St John Harris 

01723 850684 

All Saints, Brompton 

Don Jones  

01723 859437 

Mark Evans 

01723 859233 

All Saints, Wykeham 

Robert Sword 

01723 862434 

Anthony Tubbs 

01723 850620 

St Matthew, Hutton Buscel 

David Knowelden 

01723 864670 

Beverley Waldie 

01723 863812 

St Peter,  Langdale End 

Dianne Collins 

01723 882204

http://upperderwent.co.uk

