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God in the Arts – Samson’s tragedy 

‘Eyeless in Gaza at the mill with slaves’: that is how John Milton 
expresses the tragedy of Samson’s life in his poem ‘Samson 
Agonistes.’ There is an irony in his blindness and powerlessness, for 
Samson means ‘sunshine.’ As we read the story in Judges 13-17, he 
was called to be God’s agent in bringing the dawn of a new day to the 
Israelites and freedom from the Philistines. But he breaks his vows as 
a Nazirite, and leads a life of sex and violence: the stuff of film and 
opera, of art and poetry.

Then he falls in love with Delilah, who uses her feminine wiles and 
intelligence to find out the secret of his strength. That moment is 
depicted in this painting of 1537 by the German artist, Lucas Cranach 
the Younger. We see Samson clad in armour, but barefoot – a sign of 
vulnerability for Delilah is ready to cut off his hair and so deprive him 
of his power, symbolised by the jawbone of an earlier victory. The 
Philistines wait in the background, ready to capture him, while the 
partridges and fruitful trees are signs of temptation. The artist is telling 
us how easy it is to turn away from God’s purpose, and the sleeping 
Samson is once again oblivious to that calling.

The book of Judges tells us how the tragedy unfolds: the Philistines 
imprison him and set him to grind corn. Called to bring light to Israel, 
Samson has been blinded. The world is a dark place for him, but then 
at the Philistines’ festival celebrations he remembers his God. With 
renewed strength he brings down the temple and the people within it. 
That is why we find Samson’s name in the list of heroes of faith in 
Hebrews 11. It is a reminder that we can all only too easily make a 
mess of life and God’s calling, but God can still use us and work 
through us to bring new life and hope.
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Thomas Cranmer, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Reformation Martyr 

If you have ever been caught up in a great 
event at work, which has gone on to 
change your own life, then Thomas 
Cranmer is the saint for you. He was the 
first Archbishop of Canterbury following 
King Henry VIII’s decision to pull away from 
Rome, and set up the Church of England. 

Born in Nottingham in1489, Thomas 
Cranmer became Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1533. He was adviser to both 
Henry VIII and Edward VI. He helped 
Henry with the annulment of his marriage 
to Catherine of Aragon, and along with 
Thomas Cromwell, supported the principle 
of Royal Supremacy (where the king is 
sovereign over the Church in his realm).

Under Edward VI, Thomas Cranmer made 
major reforms to the CofE. He put the 
English Bible into parish churches, 
complied the first two versions of the Book 
of Common Prayer, and worked with 
continental reformers to change doctrine 
on everything from the Eucharist and 
veneration of saints. 

But kings and queens, like American 
presidents, change, and the Catholic 
queen Mary I was determined to wipe out 
Protestantism. Thomas Cranmer was 
imprisoned for two years, found guilty of 
heresy, and burned at the stake on 21st 
March, 1556. 
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Deanery News 

In last month’s Messenger you may have read the Archdeacon of the 
Eats Riding, Ven Andy Broom’s letter about the exciting changes 
afoot in the development of the Deaneries, including our own of the 
Northern Ryedale.

Our Deanery will become refocused on the three overlapping and 
complementary purposes of : 

Enabling Mission – Supporting Relationships –  Resourcing Ministry 

Later in the Spring, a new Deanery Leadership Team will take over 
the formal responsibilities of the Deanery Standing Committee but will 
also be looking to develop local opportunities and networks. The 
members of the Deanery Synod will have a significant role in shaping 
and communicating the Deanery Plan.  This will put some flesh on the 
bare bones of the challenges which the diocese has set before all of 
us for the next five years, the three goals of:

•Reaching the people we currently don’t 

•Moving to growth 

•Establishing sustainable finance

In the coming months, we will be developing a programme of thought-
provoking Synod meetings for the year ahead which are open to 
everyone. The next one is on 1 June at 7pm at All Saints Church, 
Kirkbymoorside, when the guest speaker will be Rt Revd Dr John 
Thomson, Bishop of Selby, the Diocese’s ambassador for rural life 
and faith.

Another event for your diary is the Celebration of Baptism Day and 
picnic on Saturday, 2 September 2017 in Gillamoor, 11am – 3.30pm.  
This day will provide an opportunity for those who have been recently 
baptised and their families to reflect on the meaning of baptism in 
different ways and will also see the culmination of a painting 
competition being organised in the Deanery’s primary schools.  If 
you’d like to get involved in assisting with this event and painting 
competition, then please contact Helen Goodman, email: 
helen3goodman@outlook.com

The Archdeacon reminds us that the Deanery Synods are elected 
every three years and 2017 is one of those years.  So in his words, ‘if 
you want to share in this process of transformation then make sure 
that your name goes forward at your Annual Church Meeting (APCM) 
this Spring!’

St John Harris (Northern Ryedale Deanery Synod Secretary)

Quick Quote 

Man's way leads to a hopeless end - 
God's way leads to an endless hope. Anon
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View from the Vicarage. 

Lent can seem such a dreary time of year; 
a time to be miserable about whatever it is 
that we have given up, or to boast about it 
with smug self-righteousness! 

Somebody asked a Christian friend why he 
was eating doughnuts, when he had 
supposed to have given them up for Lent! 
He answered, ‘As I drove towards the 
bakers I told God, that if He wanted me to 
buy doughnuts, He should provide a 
parking space in front of the shop as a 
sign. On the eighth time around the block, 
there it was!’ 

Rather than seeing Lent simply as a time to 
give things up, let’s use it intentionally for 
self-examination, reading Scripture, 
penitence, fasting and prayer. 

At Jesus’ baptism, God’s voice says, ‘You 
are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 
well pleased.’ (Luke 3:22). The Holy Spirit 
then immediately leads Jesus into the 
wilderness, where we find Him coming to 
terms with who He is. Satan’s temptations 
challenge Jesus in key three areas of His 
identity: social action, political power, and 
religious identity (Luke 4: 1-13). It is as 
though Jesus looked into the mirror at 
Himself to discern what kind of Saviour He 
would be.

We can also think of Lent as an opportunity 
to hold a mirror up to ourselves and ask the 
question, ‘who am I? It is a season of 
honest encounter with who we are, what 
we’ve done, and the world in which we live. 
How will you keep Lent period of 40 days 
running up to Easter? What will you see 
when you hold up the mirror to yourself? 
Take time to read Scripture, study a 
Christian book (or even better do that with 
our Lent group on a Monday evening) and 
above all pray.

Whatever we do, Lent is a season for self-
reflection, as we put ourselves in a position 
to receive afresh the forgiveness and 
healing that God offers.

Stuart
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Brompton Blog 

We plan to expand celebration of Easter at Brompton and 
Sawdon in keeping with the plans for widening the appeal of 
the Church events to those of all ages in our area.  Firstly 
Sawdon Village Hall should be open after refurbishment in 
time for the Easter egg decorating session which takes 
place there every year on Holy Saturday. This is an ideal 
opportunity to prepare for egg rolling. 

On Easter Day families bring along their decorated hard 
boiled eggs whether done at Sawdon or at home to Castle 
Hill at Brompton for Egg Rolling down the bank before 
Church. Then we all walk to Church together.  The Easter 
service at All Saints includes bells for youngsters to ring in 
celebration during the hymns. Afterwards there is an egg 
hunt in the churchyard with refreshments for young and old 
at the back of the Church. 

Already some families come from surrounding villages 
including visitors. We hope that people from all over the 
Benefice, together with friends will be able to join us. I’ll do a 
reminder in the April Messenger with further details.

Mary Jones

Wykeham News 

Social Fundraising 

Two events are planned, one a Pudding Evening on Friday 
5th May and a Strawberry Tea on the afternoon of 1st July. 
The 'Opera at WYKEHAM' will also be taking place on 
Saturday 9th September.

The Organ Fund

The Fund has now achieved the magnificent total of 
£53,486 towards the target of £70,000. Once Gift Aid has 
been added back in this leaves a current shortfall of 
£15,000. The organisers feel sufficiently confident to ask 
Geoffrey Coffin of Principle Pipe Organs to commence the 
restoration in December of this year. 

Further donations are extremely welcome - we are nearly 
there; please consider the benefit this restoration will bring 
to this important church which is in regular use and has a 
great tradition of music.

Robert Sword

Church Warden
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Wednesday 26th March

Mothering Sunday

9.30 am

Holy Eucharist

Snainton

11.00 am

Holy Eucharist

Hutton Buscel

(A joint service with Wykeham)
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Benefice Council Report. 

The Benefice council last met at the end of January. The meeting 
discussed deanery matters, they included a reminder that all churches 
have to re- elect their deanery representatives at the AGM. this post is 
for the next three years. The Easter service times and venues were 
given and the outgoing treasurer sent a report.

The vicar reminded us of the pressure on most Churches these days 
to cover services. Retired clergy are at a premium. He reminded us of 
his forthcoming surgery, and that clergy to cover would be arranged 
by the Rural Dean during his recovery period. It may be necessary to 
ave more ‘Benefice Services’ or non-eucharistic services during this 
period

Each Church gave details of forthcoming events and fund raising. A 
worrying discussion followed on the lack of people volunteering to 
become treasurers around the benefice. the Benefice council needs a 
new treasurer, and two of our Churches may need new people after 
the round of Church annual meetings. We are hopeful that someone 
will come forward.

Janet Crossley (Secretary.)

Snainton Snippets 

After a relatively quiet start to the New Year in terms of fundraising 
(most of the time being spent on completing the most user unfriendly 
on line Heritage Lottery Fund application), February has been busy 
preparing for Pancake Saturday and Snowdrop Walk Sunday.  Time 
well spent as support has been tremendous for both events.  

Snainton Village Hall was fairly full for people to sample the home 
made soup followed by pancakes with a variety of toppings with lots 
of different stalls and games, resulting in a profit of £667.  The 
following day, Sunday 26th stayed fine for the first ever Snowdrop 
Walk around the grounds of Headon Cottage and Wydale Hall, (with 
grateful thanks to the Durston family and the management of Wydale 
Hall).  The woodland areas were literally carpetted with the 
snowdrops, a truly stunning display for the approx 125 people who 
came along to admire them.  £882 was raised - fabulous for a first 
time event. Big thankyous to all who helped and supported either 
event in any capacity.

Also the Vale Players have very generously donated £800 to St 
Stephen's new roof appeal within the last few days (massive thanks to 
them) so the last weekend in February has seen the total go up by 
just short of £2,400 - fantastic. With Lent approaching a quieter time 
will ensue

Date for your diary - Friday 26 May in St Stephen's Church Hackness 
Ladies Choir will perform for us.

Angela Howgate 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Lent, Holy Week & Easter 

Sunday 26th March - Mothering Sunday

9.30 am 
Holy Eucharist (Snainton)

11.00 am 
Holy Eucharist
Hutton Buscel

(a joint service with Wykeham)

Sunday 9th April - Palm Sunday

10,00 am
Palm Procession 

(beginning at the bridge in Ruston)

10.30 am Holy Eucharist
(with dramatic reading of the Passion)

Tuesday 11th April

7.00 pm
Holy Eucharist (Snainton)

Wednesday 12th April

7.00 pm
Holy Eucharist (Snainton)

Thursday 13th April - Maundy Thursday

7.00 pm
Holy Eucharist

(with the stripping of the altar)
Wykeham

Friday 14th April - Good Friday

9.30 am
Morning Prayer
Langdale End

10.30 am
Stations of the Cross

Hutton Buscel

2.00 pm
Commemoration of the Passion

Snainton

Sunday 16th April - Easter Day

9.30 am 
Holy Eucharist (Hutton Buscel)

11.00 am
All Age Eucharist (Brompton)

2.30 pm
Holy Eucharist (Langdale End)
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Women’s World Day of Prayer – 
Philippines 

On Friday 3rd March over 5,000 services will be held in the British 
Isles on the theme of ‘Am I Being Unfair to You?’ The Christian 
women of the Philippines wrote the service and it has been translated 
into 1,000 different languages and dialects, to be used, throughout 
the whole world, on that day, starting at sunrise over the island of 
Samoa and continuing until sunset off the coast of American Samoa. 

In 2013, Typhoon Haiyan – named locally as ‘Yolanda’ – struck the 
Philippine islands in the western Pacific Ocean. This is mentioned in 
the service but you will also hear the stories of a girl, a mother and an 
older woman, recounting their situations and their hopes and fears. 

The service focusses on the Bible story of the workers in the 
vineyard: Matthew 20 v 1-16. There is a reflection on the artwork 
designed by Rowena ‘Apol’ Laxamana-Sta.Rosa. It is very thought 
provoking and illustrates contrasting scenes. Why not find out more 
about the theme, the Philippines and the service? The Day of Prayer 
is not just for women. Everyone is welcome to attend the service. 
This year our local service takes place at Snainton Methodist Church. 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Encountering Jesus in Lent
Starting on Ash Wednesday and then each 
Wednesday throughout Lent , there will be a 
series of day-long quiet days.  Come to one, 
two or come to them all; each of the days will 
provide an opportunity for you to take some 
time out and to reflect. Each day will include a 
celebration of the Eucharist.

1st Mar - led by Revd Liz Kitching
8th Mar - led by Revds Alicia Beech & Anne 
Wright
15th Mar - led by Revd Tim Robinson
22nd Mar - led by Revd Bill Godfrey
29th Mar - led by Ven Richard Seed
5th Apr - led by Revd Liz Kitching
12th Apr - led by Revd Richard Carew

Cost: 12.00 for each day to include a light 
Lenten lunch and refreshments.

The Matthew Passion – A Journey Through 
Matthew’s Account of the Passion of Jesus
Tuesday 9 March 2017
Arrive 9.45am; depart 4.30pm
Led by Bishop Graham Cray
 
Prepare for Holy Week with a close reading of 
his account of the passion of Jesus. As we 
read the account of the Passion in Holy Week, 
Matthew invites us to accompany Jesus on 
his journey to the cross, not flinching back to 
 escape its reality, as the disciples did, but 
facing into it, so that we can grasp its 
necessity.  This day would particularly benefit 
anyone who would like dig a little deeper into 
a Gospel account of Christ’s Passion, as a 
Lent discipline or a preparation for Easter. 

Cost: £25.00 to include lunch and 
refreshments

Spring Renewal Day
Thursday 23 March 2017
Arrive: 10.30am; Depart: 3.30pm
Led By Rev’d Richard Walker
 
Renewal Days are opportunities for people to 
come to Wydale and spend a day 
worshipping, receiving quality Bible teaching, 
praying and being prayed for. Richard Walker 
is the Vicar of St Nicholas Church in Beverley 
and the Archdeaconry Training Adviser and is 
a member of the Diocesan Vocations Team.  

Cost:  Free of charge.  Lunch and 
refreshments are provided for which 
donations are welcome but not required.

For more info www.wydale.org  

http://www.wydale.org
http://upperderwent.co.uk
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Repent - and Change 

‘He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord 
their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and 

power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their 
children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous – to 

make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ 

Luke 1:16-17

‘Repent’, cried John the Baptist, ‘for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’ (Matthew 3:2). And to the crowds who came out to be baptised 
by him, he said: ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
coming wrath?’ (Luke 3:7).

These words of denunciation, together with John’s dress and rugged 
way of life, may conjure up for us a picture of a hell-fire preacher, 
manipulating his hearers with threats of destruction. His message was, 
certainly, one of repentance; but his main theme was change more 
than judgment. He was not only calling the Jews corporately to national 
acts of penitence, but was also seeking to show individuals that their 
own lives contributed to the collective sin.

So when they asked him, ‘What should we do then?’, he gave simple 
and practical answers: ‘Anyone who has two shirts should share with 
the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the 
same’ (Luke 3:11); ‘Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely 
– be content with your pay’ (Luke 3:14).

Indeed, in the prophecy of John’s birth, spoken by the angel in the 
temple to Zechariah, John was described as one who would ‘turn the 
hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous’ (Luke 1:17). So, the tax collectors and the 
soldiers were to express their repentance by their changed behaviour 
at work; others were to embody it by a changed attitude to their 
possessions. 

Those who had turned away from God were to change direction and 
return to righteous paths. And those with broken relationships were to 
seek reconciliation – within their families, and beyond. It was through 
the change in the hearts and lives of individuals that the nation was to 
be prepared for the coming of the Lord.

Has the world ever been in greater need of reconciliation than today? 
From broken families with abused or neglected children to nations 
reducing each other’s cities to rubble, the Church must be in the thick 
of things, living in unity, reaching out in love and urging – with a 
prophetic voice like John’s – the repentance that leads to change.

Quick Quote 

The face of Jesus must be very near our own when the thorns from His 
crown of suffering are pressing our brow and hurting us. Anon  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The way I see it:      
The strange rise of 
‘Post-Truth’ 

By Canon David Winter, a former Head of 
Religion, BBC.

The strange phrase ‘Post-truth’ emerged, 
the media tell us, as ‘the Word’ of 2016. 

But as Post-truth, put crudely, is the 
assumption that nothing we read, see or 
hear is reliably factual, we may 
presumably take that claim, too, as 
unproven. 

Thirty years working in the media 
convinced me, long ago, that quite a lot of 
what passes for ‘news’ is in fact either 
fiction or highly decorated fact. Try 
looking at the newspaper headlines this 
morning, and then read the story below 
them carefully. Very frequently the eye-
catching headline (‘Fish and chips 
postpones dementia’) is only true in the 
sense that someone has said it. The full 
story (in a responsible paper) finally sets 
it in context. It’s based on a small piece of 
research by a group of students in 
California and professional medical 
sources have ridiculed the suggestion.

Post-truth takes us further, however. It 
implies that the ‘truth’ is less important 
than the impression. This apparently 
follows from the dominating influence, 
certainly with people under 50, of the 
‘social media’ – Facebook, Twitter and so 
on. A great deal of what people post 
there, to be read often by a huge number 
of people, is simply fabrication. It is read 
and passed on not because people think 
it is true, but because it is interesting, 
amusing or shocking. Somehow it then 
becomes part of the social climate. ‘Have 
you seen the post in Twitter about the 
lady who sent her dog to school instead 
of her daughter?’

Post-truth is a menace because it 
devalues the currency of debate, distorts 
our decision-making and in the end turns 
us all into sceptics. Whatever happened 
to the ‘honest truth’?
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Friday Focus prayers for March 2017 

Churches across the UK are preparing for mission together in 2018 
to make Jesus known. A major new initiative, ‘Friday Focus 2017’ 
provides the opportunity for us to pray where we are, and unite 
across our nation on Fridays (whenever possible), supporting all 
on-going mission across the UK

March 3 - Teach me your ways - Lent (Psalm 25: 1, 2, 4 ) Walk 
into any book shop at an airport or station and you will discover a 
wide range of books offering advice on how to be a better person. 
The Psalms provide us with some ancient and well-attested wisdom. We are invited to put our trust in God and ask him 
to be our teacher, for all of life. And this is what we are called to model to the world. 

Lord, conscious of all the sources of advice that available to me, help me this day to put my trust in you. Show me what 
it means to be your child and how I should model this to those in my neighbourhood. Thank you that you are wholly 
committed to my wellbeing. Your ways are loving and faithful. Amen. (Paul Wooley, Bible Society)

March 10  - Becoming welcoming churches (Acts 2: 46-47) In Acts we are told the church enjoyed the favour of all 
the people. What reputation does your church have – Austere? Cliquey? Unreal? Judgemental? Or is it seen as warm 
and welcoming to everyone in your community? Is it a place that shows God’s goodness? God’s mercy is wonderful – it 
can reach anyone – let it fill our hearts.

Lord, fill our church with mercy. May it be a home for the prodigals; a sanctuary for the lonely, the angry, and the 
outcast. You loved the tax collectors, prostitutes and Roman officers. You let the children come when the disciples 
blocked them. Help us see people with your loving eyes. Make us bringers of mercy, goodness and kindness. Amen. 
(Steve Botham, World Prayer Centre)

March 17 - Let’s get talking (1 Peter 3:15) Peter and John could not bypass need. They had been called by Jesus 
Christ and filled by His Spirit. Moved with compassion for the beggar, they gave what they had. They had Jesus. They 
boldly stepped out in faith in Jesus’ name. In the face of need, is knowing Jesus the motivation for all we are doing, and 
are we confident to share Him with others? 

Wonderful Saviour, author of compassion, fill us with the language of mercy. Never let our love grow cold and in the 
face of need may we always be so close to you that we can say ‘What I have I give to you.’ Lord let us always be filled 
by you; excited by you and living for your kingdom coming. Amen. (Phil Timson, HOPE Youth Director)

March 24 Pray for Five: our neighbours  (Matthew 22:39)  Loving your neighbours begins with sacrificing time to 
pray for them. Bringing five neighbours before God regularly, praying for them to become Christians, will lead to people 
getting to know Jesus for themselves. Neighbourhood Prayer Network can testify that this has already happened on a 
number of streets across the UK. Will you join many others praying for their neighbours?

Father, we pray for (five names of neighbours), to have a life transforming encounter with you and to come to know you 
personally. Present opportunities for us to get to know our neighbours and to help them in times of need. Help us to live 
sacrificial lives, filled with love, that will point people towards you. Amen. (Kiera Phyo, Tearfund)

March 31 - Unity in prayer and mission (2 Corinthians 6:1-2) The Apostle Paul refers to himself and his brothers 
and sisters in Christ as ‘co-workers’ with God. If the business of communicating the gospel of Jesus Christ is a task, 
then the team to accomplish that task is the Church, and if that team doesn’t pull together, then the job won’t get done. 
Today, we pray for the Church across the British Isles, that we will work together with great effectiveness to complete 
the task of sharing Jesus with every man, woman and child in this land.

Father God, pour out your Spirit on this wonderfully diverse task-force that is your Church. Where our strength is failing, 
energise us; where distractions are taking our minds off the work in hand, refocus us; where communication has 
broken down, reconnect us; and fit us to work together to complete this sacred task of making Jesus known. Amen. 
Lyndall Bywater, Salvation Army 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Ask children about angels . . . . 

(and this is what you get!)

Angels talk all the way while they're flying you up to heaven. The 
main subject is where you went wrong before you got dead.      
Daniel, age 9 

When an angel gets mad, he takes a deep breath and counts to ten. 
And when he lets out his breath again, somewhere there's a tornado. 
Reagan, age 10

Angels have a lot to do and they keep very busy. If you lose a tooth, 
an angel comes in through your window and leaves money under 
your pillow. Then when it gets cold, angels go south for the winter.  
Sara, age 6

Angels live in cloud houses made by God and his son, who's a very 
good carpenter.                                                                             
Jared, age 8 

All angels are girls because they gotta wear dresses and boys didn't 
go for it. 
Antonio, age 9

How many church members does it take 
to change a light bulb? 

What do you mean CHANGE??? That light bulb was given in 
memory of my grandmother! My father installed it with his bare 
hands! He donated his time AND the use of his ladder to do it, too! 
My family's been members of this church for four generations! And if 
you think you're going to come in here and make a bunch of changes 
all of a sudden, vicar, you've got another think coming!

Men and women 

Three men were hiking through a forest when they came upon a 
large raging river. Needing to get on the other side, the first man 
prayed, "God, please give me the strength to cross the river." Poof! 
God gave him big arms and strong legs and he was able to swim 
across in about two hours, having almost drowned twice. 

After witnessing that, the second man prayed, "God, please give me 
strength and the tools to cross the river." Poof! God gave him a 
rowboat and strong arms and strong legs and he was able to row 
across in about an hour after almost capsizing once. 

Seeing what happened to the first two men, the third man prayed, 
"God, please give me the strength, the tools and the intelligence to 
cross the river." Poof! He was turned into a woman. She checked the 
map, went one hundred yards up stream and walked across the 
bridge. 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Just for fun!
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The Treasures of Nimrud and Nineveh 

The British archaeologist, traveller, author and politician Sir Austen 
Henry Layard was born in Paris 200 years ago, on 5 March 1817. He 
is perhaps best known for excavating the ancient Mesopotamian 
cities of Nimrud and Nineveh, and especially for discovering the ruins 
of the library of the great Assyrian king, Ashurbanipal. The library was 
perhaps most significant of his discoveries: what survived of it after 
more than 2500 years revealed what had been a sophisticated 
recording system. The subjects etched in the 30,000 or so clay 
tablets covered history and government, religion and magic, 
geography, science, poetry and even classified government 
materials.The most famous cuneiform text caused a sensation when 
its content was first read. This was the 11th Tablet of the Epic of 
Gilgamesh, which contains a story with remarkable similarities to the 
biblical description of Noah’s Flood in Genesis. 

Sir Austen sent back to England – sometimes with great difficulty – 
the amazing specimens which now form the greater part of the 
collection of Assyrian antiquities in the British Museum. He believed 
that the Syriac Christian communities living throughout the Near East 
were descended from the ancient Assyrians.Sir Austen, who was of 
Huguenot descent, later served in Parliament. He became a privy 
councillor in 1868 and was ambassador at Istanbul between 1877 
and 1880. He was knighted in 1878 and died in London in 1894.

The man who brought us Thomas the 
Tank Engine 

A reluctant author who created characters loved by millions of 
children died 20 years ago this month, on 21st March 1997, aged 
85.The Rev Wilbert V Awdry is best known as the writer of Thomas 
the Tank Engine and 25 other railway books, which at the time of his 
death had sold an estimated 50 million copies. He invented the 
stories initially to tell his son Christopher when he was ill with 
measles, and had to be persuaded by his wife Margaret to get them 
published. Mr Awdry, who was made an OBE shortly before his 
death, was a clergyman who ministered in Hampshire, Wiltshire, 
Birmingham and Cambridgeshire. He was always interested in 
railways, having been fascinated as a child in Wiltshire by listening to 
steam trains ascending the grade into the nearby Box Tunnel. 

The Fat Controller in the stories is sometimes thought to be a God-
like figure, but he was intended as a satire on bureaucracy. For Mr 
Awdry, the morality of the stories was clearly Christian, and analogies 
between the Christian faith and the ways of the railway were obvious: 
the engines are meant to stay on the right track, and they pay the 
price if they go off the rails. But they are always forgiven, and never 
scrapped. Asked how he hoped to be remembered, he said he would 
like his epitaph to say that “he helped people see God in the ordinary 
things of life, and he made children laugh”.  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All in the month of    
March . . . . 

175 years ago:- on 9th March 1842 that 
Verdi’s opera Nabucco was performed for 
the first time, at La Scala in Milan. It was 
the opera that established Verdi’s 
reputation.

75 years ago:- on 24th March 1942 that 
during World War 2, the national loaf was 
introduced in Britain. It was made from 
wholemeal flour, and most people did not 
like it. 

60 years ago:- on 25th March 1957 that 
the Treaty of Rome was signed, creating 
the European Economic Community which 
was founded on 1st January 1958. (It was 
renamed the European Community in 1993 
and was dissolved in 2009, having been 
replaced by the European Union.)

50 years ago:- on 18th March 1967 that the 
super-tanker SS Torrey Canyon hit a rock 
on a reef between the Cornish mainland 
and the Isles of Scilly while attempting to 
take a shortcut to South Wales. 32 million 
gallons of crude oil were spilled – the worst 
spill in UK history.

25 years ago:- on 19th March 1992 that 
Buckingham Palace announced the 
separation of the Duke and Duchess of 
York – Prince Andrew and Sarah Ferguson. 
(They had married in 1986.)

20 years ago:- on 6th March 1997 that 
Queen Elizabeth II launched the official 
Royal website: www.royal.gov.uk .

Also 20 years ago:- on 15th March 1997 
that the British girl band Spice Girls became 
the first group in history to reach number 1 
in the charts with every one of their first four 
singles. 

15 years ago:- on 29th March 2002 that the 
Second Intifada – Operation Defensive 
Shield – began when Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat’s compound in Ramallah was 
raided and placed under siege by Israeli 
defence forces. It was the largest military 
operation in the West Bank since the Six-
Day War in 1967.
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Benefice Diary  - March  2017 
Sunday 5th March - The first Sunday of Lent
8.00 am BCP Communion Snainton
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Hutton Buscel
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Brompton
2.30 pm Evening Prayer Langdale End
6.30 pm BCP Evensong Wykeham

Monday 6th March
6.30 pm Fellowship meal
7.30 pm  Benefice Lent Group Downe Arms

Sunday 12th March - The second Sunday of Lent
8.00 am BCP Communion Hutton Buscel
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Wykeham
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Snainton
11.00 am BCP Matins Brompton

Monday 13th February
6.30 pm Fellowship meal
7.30 pm  Benefice Lent Group Downe Arms

Sunday 19th March - The third Sunday of Lent
8.00 am BCP Communion Wykeham
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Brompton
10.30 am Anglican/Methodist Service Snainton Chapel
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Hutton Buscel

Monday 20th March
6.30 pm Fellowship meal
7.30 pm  Benefice Lent Group Downe Arms

Tuesday 21st March
7.00 pm Brompton PCC The Vicarage

Sunday 26th March - Mothering Sunday
8.00 am BCP Communion Brompton
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Snainton
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Hutton Buscel

Monday 27th March
6.30 pm Fellowship meal
7.30 pm  Benefice Lent Group Downe Arms

Tuesday 28th March
7.00 pm Snainton PCC West Bank, Snainton

Sunday 2nd April - The fifth Sunday of Lent (Passiontide begins)
8.00 am BCP Communion Snainton
9.30 am Holy Eucharist Hutton Buscel
11.00 am Holy Eucharist Brompton
2.30 pm Evening Prayer Langdale End
6.30 pm BCP Evensong Wykeham
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